
 
NEWSLETTER OF RIDGE EXPLORATIONS FALL 2011 

Happy 25
th

 Anniversary…American  Avalanche  Association. 

Thanks for your dedication to avalanche safety, education, and research. 

 

• Ridge Explorations is back again at Crystal Mountain committed to avalanche 

education. 

• This year we are unveiling a new class for downhill 

skiers called Sidecountry Safety (SCS).  We will teach 

basic knowledge and skills needed to venture safely 

into the remote parts of ski resorts, or into basic lift 

accessed backcountry terrain.  As skiers and 

snowboarders become more experienced, they look 

forward to the challenges of getting away from the 

groomed runs.  This workshop includes a two-hour 

slideshow lecture and discussion and a two-hour on-snow training session covering 

transceiver and rescue skills.  This will be a great intro for your friends and family.  

Tell them to look at our website for details. 

• Next year is the International Snow Science Workshop 2012 in Anchorage.  800 

professional avalanche workers, the latest in theory and practice.  Dates are 

September 16-22
nd

.  REX staff will be there with bells on! …well maybe transceivers!  

☺ http://www.alaskasnow.org/issw2012/  

• REX Wilderness First Aid classes.  First Aid skills, like Level 1 avalanche skills are very 

important to have when you venture away from the car.  Watch for our classes next 

year and expect the same high quality outdoor education from Ridge Explorations 

that you got with your avalanche education. 

• For those who are ready to do an expedition, the Wapta Ski Traverse is a great place 

to start. This ski tour is one of the premier ski traverses in North America.   It is a hut-

to-hut trip and the huts are not far apart.  You carry light packs and sleep cozy while 

enjoying the high Canadian Rockies.  This trip is co-

brokered with Revelstoke Alpine Guides, owned by my 

very good friend, Dave Scott.  For that and other 

Canadian mountain explorations, go to Dave’s website.  

http://www.revelstokealpine.ca/traverses.php      

• We are on Face Book, even though I hardly know how 

to use it.  Ha Ha. 

• Level 1 Refresher field trips are available if you want to 

keep your skills honed. 

• Below is the year in review of the Northwest Weather and Avalanche Center 

scanned from The Avalanche Review, magazine of the American Avalanche 

Sidecountry skiing --- 

• Away from groomed runs 

• Away from the crowds 

• Fresh powder 

• Getting lost  

• Danger from Avalanches! 

• Away from help  



Association.  If you want to get this magazine four times a year, become a member of 

the AAA.  Tell them I sent you! 

• Clarke's Whistler Highcamp is now taking reservations for your Ski Whistler Winter 

Getaway.  REX team-member, Damian Clarke, invites you to visit 

www.whistlerhighcamp.com for more information. 

• Northwest Snow and Avalanche Summit is November 13
th

.  Hope to see you there. 

• As the snow flies, I will look for you on the trail.  And remember when stability is the 

question, terrain is the answer.  Take knowledge to the mountains. And take care.   

Don Langlois, owner and director of Ridge Explorations 
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